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The Harvest Moon

text by

H.W.Longfellow

music by
Warren Gooch



The Harvest Moon

It is the Harvest Moon! On gilded vanes
    And roofs of villages, on woodland crests
    And their aerial neighborhoods of nests

    Deserted, on the curtained window panes

Of rooms where children sleep, on country lanes
    And harvest-fields, its mystic splendor rests!

    Gone are the birds that were our summer guests;
    With the last sheaves return the laboring wains.

All things are symbols: the external shows
    Of Nature have their image in the mind,

    As flowers and fruits and the falling of the leaves;

The song-birds leave us at the summer's close,
    Only the empty nests are left behind,

    And the pipings of the quail among the sheaves.

                            Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Performance Notes from the Composer

- Each tempo indication should be used as a guide only.  
The overall flow of the piece is top priority

- Accidentals in the score apply only to the measure and part in which they occur.

- Barlines are often used for convenience only, and are not intended to dictate 
strong and weak beats of the measure in those situations.

- The piece contains many short gestures and sections.  Continuity from one section to 
the next section should be maintained as dictated by the text.

- "Echo" passages at the beginning and end of the piece should be as realistic as possible.
Exact articulation and dynamics in these passages may be adjusted to suit

the acoustics of the performance hall.

for Colleen,
 with all my love
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Always with a sense of wonder
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