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FAR FROM THE FADING LIGHT

During the summers of 2020 and 2021 | concentrated on composing daily miniatures for various ensembles. While
working on my 2021 miniatures | was discussing with some students Holst’s Planets, which was later supplemented
by Colin Matthews’ Pluto. Shortly after he composed the work Pluto was relegated to dwarf planet status by the
IAU (International Astronomical Union). Pluto’s case is unusual in that it is a binary planet with Charon. At the time
of the decision of the AU, several planetoids were under discussion as to their status, some of which already had
been named. This discussion prompted me to approach them much as Holst did, by their relationship to the Gods
they were named after as a vehicle for a collection of miniatures that | had been composing.

As there were only 5 official dwarf planets at the time of writing (Pluto, Eris, Haumea, Ceres, and Makemake), this
would have made for a very brief work. Instead, | chose to portray the additional named dwarf planet candidates, 13
of them, for a more substantial work. | chose the order purely through musical considerations and connected some of
them together that seemed to fit musically. The elision of Charon and Pluto was made for the obvious extra-musical
binary planet connection.

SF, 2021
Instrumentation:
Flute (Piccolo*)
Bb Clarinet (doubles Bass Clarinet)
Trumpet in C
Trombone
Piano
Strings (single or multiples)

*Chaos begins on a held high A. Flute will give the desired breathy quality in pianissimo, but if that is
impractical with the performers, that section could be played on a Piccolo, sounding as written.

Notagraphia LLC

3901 North CIiff Ln
Cincinnati, OH 45220
USA
stevef@notagraphia.com
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HUYA, "The Rain-maker"
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SEDNA, "Keeper of the Sea Animals"
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ity of the Deep and the Effervescence of Neptune"
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Flute

Bass Clarinet
in By

Trumpet in C

Trombone

Piano

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

Z

VARDA, "The Star-maker"
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5] HAUMEA, "The Cycle of Birth"
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ORCUS, "The Punisher"
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G'kanl I'homdima, "The Aardvark Girl"
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CERES, "The Earth Mother"
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GONGGONG, "Water God of the Tilted Sky"
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