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About the Music 
 

Legacy was commissioned by the Farmington High School Band 

Class of 2022 as a farewell gift from the seniors to honor their band 

directors and commemorate their high school band experience. 

Elements of this experience can be heard throughout the piece.  The 

introduction begins with sustained notes (depicting students 

learning their instruments) from which the main theme gradually 

emerges. A march section signifies the students’ growing 

confidence and musicianship as well as the band’s fondness for 

marches. The march cuts off abruptly and a new theme appears: 

eerie, dissonant, off-balance, signaling the disruptive effect of the 

pandemic. The main theme makes a triumphant return in a new 

key, interspersed with new melodies. The music from the 

introduction also returns as the musicians look back on their 

experience in band and forward toward new adventures.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Composer 
 

 Shirley Mier is a composer, music educator and music director in the Twin Cities, 

MN. Her concert music has won multiple honors, and she has received numerous 

commissions for musical theatre and concert band works. Published musicals 

include Madeline’s Christmas and ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas (Dramatic 

Publishing), and published concert band works include Maiden Voyage, 

Steampunk Overture (Grand Mesa), Song of the Wind, and Forge Ahead! (Alfred 

Music). 

 

Dr. Mier earned her Ph.D. in Composition at the University of Minnesota in May 2005 (Doctoral 

Dissertation Fellow, 2004-05), where she also earned her M.A. in Composition in May 2002 with a 

minor in Theatre Arts. She has taught at Century College in White Bear Lake, MN, since 2007, 

and is a member of ASCAP, the American Composers Forum, and the Dramatists Guild. 
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