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“A Distant Stream of Music” is the third movement of Songs of Vision and Light, which 
was commissioned by the by the Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs in 
commemoration of the Centennial of the National Federation of Music Clubs.  

Duration: ca. 2:30 

Text 
Adapted from the works of Christina Rossetti, 1830-1894  

and Mechthild of Magdeburg, c.1210-c.1280. 

Let a distant stream of music lull me, 
languid as a dream, 

soft as the whisper of a summer sea. 

The music swells into a song, 
the echoes take it up along the hills. 
And the wind blows it back again,  
and the wind blows it back again. 

As I awaken to your presence, I can hear it in my soul. 

Let a distant stream of music lull me, lull me,  
languid as a dream, 

soft as the whisper of a summer sea. 

Lord, sing to me your joyful song,  
a song without noise or notes,  

a song of love behond words, beyond words. 

As I awaken to your presence, I can hear it in my soul,  
I can hear it in my soul, I can hear it in my soul. 

Let a distant stream of music lull me, 
languid as a dream, 

soft as the whisper of a summer sea. 

Please inform the composer of any performances so he can file the information with 
BMI. Royalty payments from BMI to composers depend in part on reports of 
performances. Thank you in advance! Email to music@patrickhoulihan.com  
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About the Composer

Patrick Houlihan’s music has been called “original and refreshing” (Speight
Jenkins). Martin Bookspan wrote that he “treats his materials with imagination” and
“displays a keen sensitivity to the [music’s] possibilities.” Some of Houlihan’s
compositions have been inspired by special locations, such as AtMilsons Point
(Sydney) and Snoqualmie Passages (CascadeMountains). In addition to music for
concerts and recitals, his commissions include music for worship, and grants include
support for electro-acoustic museum installations in collaboration with sculptor
WallaceMallette.

Houlihan is a native of NewOrleans and holds degrees from the University of
Mississippi and Florida State University. He has received grants, commissions, and
awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, Meet the Composer, the New
Orleans Contemporary Arts Center, the Florida CollegeMusic Teachers
Association, and other organizations. He has taught music theory, composition,
electro-acoustic music, and music industry at Mississippi Valley State University and
Ouachita Baptist University.


