Journey to Sekhet-Aanru

Four Ancient Egyptian Magic Rituals for Male Voices

(2003)

|. Processional
Il. The Key to the 15th Gate of the Underworld
[Il. Spell to Keep Your Heart from Being Stolen

IV. The Arrival

Mike McFerron

Duration: ca. 13 minutes



“Community Partners is underwritten by the American Composers Forum with funds provided
by The Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation. Premiered by Cantus.

Transliteration

Character Sounds
Nobody knows exactly how Ancient Egyptians a Father
pronounced their language. This transliteration has a S,Qt
been adapted primarily from scholarship completed in ! Sin
the 19th century; however, choral groups should feel u Lux
free to deviate from this transliteration for dramatic ef- ° Domino
fect as long as pronunciation is consistent. F Met

ee Meet
All consonants and vowels should be pronounced. € Ach
When vowels repeat, a glottal stop should be used to sh Im_
separate the syllables. Primarily, pronunciation follows ch Child
Latin. The diagram on the right shows exceptions and 9 Get
provides clarification. ] Jump

Translation and transliteration adapted by the composer primarily from the 1888 edition of
The Egyptian Book of the Dead:The Papyrus of ANI by E.A. Wallis Budge.

Translation and Transliteration ©2003 by Red Earth Publishing - All Rights Reserved



Translations
|. Processional Hymn

Hommage to thee,
O thou glorious being,
The endowed Tem Herushulti,

You rise in the horizon of heaven
And from the mouths of all people comes a joyful cry.

Beautiful one,

Becoming young in the palm of the hand,
Of the mother, Hathor,

Rising therefore in the place,

Of every expanded heart for ever and ever.

May he be victorious in the underworld.

The sektet boat comes closer,
It arrives...

[I. The Key to the 15th Gate of the Underworld

The terrible souls who judge,

Who emerge at night,

Who shackle the demon in his lair,

May they be given two hands of the still heart
And make them come forth,

For they judge the sins of the dead.

[ll. Spell to Keep Your Heart from Being Stolen

My heart is with me, and it will not be taken away.
| am the lord of the hearts that commands the heart,
Because | am moral, | exist in the heart.

My heart will not be taken away from me,
Let it not be harmed,
I will not be harmed.

Homage to thee, my heart!

Homage to thee, its soul.

Homage to the, gods who rule

The divine clouds. IV. The Arrival

In Sekhet-Aanru,

Let me have power,

Let-me be strong,

So that | can plough there.

Let me harvest,

And let me eat and drink there,
As it is done on earth,

Yet in the protection of Anubis.

| have come to thee,
My lord RA,
In Sekhet-Aanru

Translation and transliteration adapted by the composer primarily from the 1888 edition of
The Egyptian Book of the Dead:The Papyrus of ANI by E.A. Wallis Budge.

Translation and Transliteration ©2003 by Red Earth Publishing - All Rights Reserved
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Spell to Keep

Your Heart from Being Stolen

Mike McFerron
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* The lowest bass singer should begin chanting solo. Gradually, other voices should enter
one-by-one matching the dynamic of the soloist. Over time, the entire sound of this section
should diminish to pianissimo.
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The Arrival

J=104 With a Little Mystery
Mike McFerron
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