


I.  After the Fall 
 
After the fall 
Just after the fall 
Not one day later 
When the praying started 
Or three months later 
When the burning ended 
Or two years later 
When the stone was erected 
But then, just after the fall 
 
Somebody spoke it 
For we who were speechless 
A single word 
Impossible as spring 
And yet someone spoke it 
An electric whisper 
Like wind on your neck 
More suggestion than sound: 
Again. 
 
 
II.  We 
 
We stood, 
 
We heard.  We watched.  We wept. 
We hoped.  We wept.  We prayed. 
We fell.  We embraced.  We wept. 
 
We raged.  We stormed.  We sang. 
We trembled.  We sang.  We guarded. 
We remembered.  We returned.  We sang. 
 
We stood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
poems written by Jodi Kanter (2002) 

III.  Changing Home 
 
When we slept 
But didn’t know we slept 
Change had gentle breath 
Home was a small, close place and 
Freedom had slowly grown old. 
 
When we awoke 
Inside the flames 
Change had angry eyes 
Freedom was a frightened place and 
Home had suddenly grown old. 
 
Now when we sleep 
Our rest is hard 
Since change has hungry hands 
And home is a place we will make 
Before we grow old. 
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