Eric Hermannson's Soul

Excerpts arranged for small ensemble
Libretto by the composer Jonathan Chenette

based on a story by Willa Cather 1. Eric's Salvation
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Asa strikes up a hymn, and imagines he is
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As the hymn grows in intensity, Asa falls
to his knees, pleading to God for Eric's soul.
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Sensing victory, Asa jumps A groan of ultimate
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Asa throws his arms out,
lifts his quivering face,
and calls out to the heavens.
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Eric rises, his lips set and lightning in his eyes.
He takes his violin by the neck and
crushes it to splinters (m.330).
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Eric appears vanquished;
Asa triumphant.
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