Onomatopoeia

based on a 60-foot-long scroll painting by Signe Stuart
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Performance instructions for
Thirty-Six to Forty-Eight Feet

Players should perform from the full score and strive to remain relatively
together. Precise synchronization of vertically-aligned notes within any staff
system is not critical.

Each staff system should last approximately 20 seconds, with the total
approximate number of elapsed seconds indicated where measure numbers
would normally appear. Players should proceed between staff systems at
approximately the same time according to the cues of the cellist, who
provides a subtly-shifting background drone in long note values.

Accidentals apply only to the notes they precede, immediate repetitions of
those notes, and two- or three-note patterns that repeat.

Quarter, half, and whole noteheads indicate relative durations only, not
precise rhythms.

Commas indicate rests of varying durations corresponding to the length of
blank space afterwards. They indicate short, breath-like separations when
notes are close together.

Small noteheads designate music to be played quickly. Single small notes are
grace notes, and groups of small notes may have varying rhythms according
to note spacing but should all seem fast.

Rhythm, pitch, articulation, and dynamics are open to improvisation around
the notated framework. The one exception is the opening three pitches in the
clarinet; recurrences of these notes and this motivic shape should be
recognizably similar.
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