Fastidious Notes

for

Alto Saxophone

and Chamber Orchestra

by

J.A. Kawarsky



Instrumentation

Flute 1/Piccolo
Flute 2/Piccolo
Oboe 1
Oboe 2/English Horn
Clarinet in B-flat 1
Clarinet in B-flat 2/Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1, 2

Alto Saxophone in E- Flat Solo
HominF 1,2,
Trumpet in B-flat 1, 2
Trombone 1, 2,
Tuba

Percussion 1 (see note)
Xylophone
Suspended Cymbal
Triangle
Tam-Tam
Orchestral Bells (i.e., Glockenspiel)

Bar Chimes

Chimes

Percussion 2
Orchestral Bells
Tom toms (4)
Bar Chimes
Snare Drum
Timpani
Triangle
Temple Blocks (5)
Suspended Cymbal
Vibraphone
Xylophone
Crash Cymbals
Woodblock

Percussion 3
Snare Drum
Timpani
Tenor Drum
Tom toms (4)
Vibraphone
Triangle

Harp

Strings

Approximately 9 minutes

N.B. all percussion instruments may be shared



Fastidious Notes, composed for Jonathan Helton, is a ten-minute work that alternates rather
“agitated” rhythmic sections with more serene sections (one based upon a reworking of the
American folk-song “Goodbye Old Paint”). The composition pays homage to American
composer David Conte’s Dance with a disarmingly 5/4 metrical setting. In one listens
closely, one may hear echoes of Britten (Rejoice in the Lamb), Copland (Billy the Kid), and
perhaps Shostakovich (any piece that has a snare drum in it). As I was taught, and happily
pass on to my students, borrow (i.e., stealing) other composer’s ideas and reworking them,
is the highest form of flattery.
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Horn in F
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