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Performance Notes and Instructions

Ricochet bowings — Notes designated with a ricochet bowing should be played relatively
close to the given note value. Shorter note values should be heavy ricochets with a rapid
quality. As the value gets longer the ricochet should be come less heavy with a more
bouncing quality, i.e. eighth notes should be heavy and fast, half notes should be allowed
to drop somewhat leisurely against the string for the length of the value.

Aleatoric (boxes) — These passages should be played very wildly. If notes are given, with
no rhythmic value, those notes should be played with any wild rhythm, but only these
notes. If no notes are given, it should be even wilder with no predetermined pitches.
These moments are metered in their length and should be followed as such unless
otherwise noted.

Section A — This section is 10 seconds long (tracked by the 1% violin) and should be loud,
wild and absolutely free. Exploring register, extended techniques and bowings possible
on the instruments.

Section B — This should come seamlessly out of section A. When the 10 seconds is up
from section A the 1* violin plays their triplet pattern, followed by the 2™ violin’s triplet
patterns. The notation here is relative; the 2™ violin should play their pattern very soon
after hearing the 1* violin pattern. In between these patterns they should continue the
aleatoric music, but getting softer and less wild. The viola and cello, on hearing the 1*
violin’s triplet pattern should fade out and into their notated music spatially relative to the
two violin patterns.

Section C — The approximate tempo here isJ=173. Players should follow their own

approximation of this tempo (without the aid of a metronome). The notation is relative
and should, in no way, line up in a purposeful manner. The tempo should ritard and
decrescendo to the first fermata. Players will arrive here at different times. When all
players have arrived on the tremolo players slow the tremolo as individuals, this should
last approximately 10 seconds. When all players have stopped the tremolo they have
arrived at section D.

Section D — The approximate tempo is J=150. Players should follow their own

approximation of this tempo, as in section C. The notation is relative and should, in no
way, line up in a purposeful manner. Players should be relatively soft throughout this
section, but vary the dynamics as their line may dictate to them to do so, never getting

above a nf. Glissandi through this section should be slow, and with a brief moment static

on each pitch before sliding to the next. When there is no designated pitch between
glissandi the pitch should be approximated. When all players have arrived on the fermata
the violins and viola should fade away, at their own pace, into nothing, leaving only the
cello. When the cello is alone they may give a cue signaling the next measure. This
measure is metered and in tempo. Cello should end with 1* violin’s pizzicato.
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no vibrato

Once all players arrive on fermata
tremelo ritards until it is non-existant.
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