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Tired for years of the dust raised by steeds on my way,
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Jjue Ju Be man of men while you're alive;
Be soul of souls e’en though you’re dead!
Think of Xiang Yu® who’d not survive
*
£ ﬁ?\ A o~ His men, whose blood for him was shed.
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bu ken guo ]I(—']ng d(')ng @ Xieng Yu (232-202 B. C. ), who, defeated by Liu Bang, first emperor of the

Han dynasty, killed himself beside the Black River after singing his last song.

from Xu Yuan Zhong, trans./ed.
Golden Treasury of Tang and Song Poetry
Beljing: Peking University Press, 1995, 350-51; 353-54.



Movement s:

FPrologue - Arrival

Summer Falace - Of Corridors, Lake, and Marble Boat

Street Dance - On the Spot at Dusk
Forbidden City - Of Courtyards, Stairs, Red with Gray Walls

Market Flace - A Competing Cacophony

Great Wall - of Countryside at Mountain Edges

EPHO@ Ué - Departure

Program Nofes

BEIVING [MPRESSIONS -
A TRAVEL TRIPTYCH

(Image Music XVI)

for
Chamber Orchestra

BEIING TMPRESSIONS - A TRAVEL TRIPTYCH was writfen as @ commemoration of a visit to Beijing in July of 1998
with my wife, Kari, and my two sons, Carl and Kyle. Kyle, who is fluent in Chinese and an experienced fraveler in
China, served as our guide. During my visit to China and immediately afferwards | thought of composing a set
of “impressions,” like Respighi did with his Brazilian Impressions or Charpentier with his /falian Impressions. Thus,
these "Beijing Impressions” have resulted from this experience.

The present work is freely conceived, being through-composed and based on a cyclic, multi-part
approach to form. No “system” as such is used, and the composer has felt free to draw upon whatever
compositional resources suitable for his purpose. These movements represent “abstractions” of the
place/situation entitled. They should be enjoyed as is but with reflection upon the implications suggested.

G.AS

Duration: c. 30’



Instrumentation:

2 Flutes (1° doubles on Piccolo; 2° doubles on Alto Flute)
2 Oboes (2° doubles on English horn)
2 Clarinets (in A & B-flat) (2° doubles on Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons

2 Trumpets (in C) (2° doubles on Fliigelhorn)
2 Horns (in F)
Trombone
Tuba

Timpani (4 drums) and 2 Percussion: (Instruments are shared among all.)

Vibraphone (Vib.)
P Chinese Hand Cymbals Medium Suspended

Xylophone (Xylo.) Mark tree (a due; c. 8") Cymbal (thin) (S. cym.)

o a- - - -

ﬁ 8”1' + Crotales (Crot.) ‘ Chinese bell tree ‘ Py High triangle (Tri.)
) o o
e s S P —  — —@®—Temple blocks (T blks.)
G — s ) T . o P —®~_ Medium Wood Block
o =% - Claves (CL.) | - (W. blk.)

A Snare drum w/ and Small folk drum Chinese Gong Cymbal; Large Tam-tam (T-t)
w/o snares (Sn. dr.) "Chinese peasant drum" "boing" type used in
(Sm. dr.) Chinese Opera (G. cym.)
Harp
Celeste
String Quintet

General Performance Notes:
Notational Symbols

continuation of a tone for duration

:ﬁﬁ = as fast as possible, even speed

of the line
J 3 | 5 o
’ = even speed, in tempo or — = grace note of indeterminate pitch or
quasi tempo sharp release
- J
o = react and perform after preceding — = sharp release

pattern or event

= large noteheads should be of longer duration and importance
than smaller noteheads; actual rhythm is to be determined by
the performer

| ® 0 T —
\ = given pattern or event repeated

In general play free rhythms based on proportion of the rhythm; feel free to interpret liberally.



Scorein C

To My Son Kyle

Our Infrepid Guide
BEIING [MPRESSIONS - A TRAVEL TRIPTYCH
(Image Music XVI)
for
Chamber Orchestra
J: 60 l. Prologue - Armival Grey A Steinke
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© 2003 by Greg A Steinke (ASCAP)
All Rights Reserved.
Dist. by Tierra del Mar Music

*Touch string lightly as indicated; hold hand in same position while
performing slow descending glissando; irregular articulations of various
harmonic nodes should produce "seagull" (or eagle's cry) effect.
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IIl. Summer Palace - Of Corricors, Lake and Marble Boat
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lll. Street Dance - On the Spot atf Dusk

J:zzo )
) _ A 1° to Pic.
Piccolo 1 i - - - - - -
Flute 2 |FD4%
oJ
o)
Oboe 1 ',i{n f?’ - = - = = -
English horn D4
oJ
0H
s 2 bl e bl e e bl
Clarinets 1, 2 5%
ANIVAES §
oJ
* 6D
Bassoons 1, 2 ﬁ z = = = = = =

0 o - - - - - -
Horns 1, 2 5%
o
o)
- - - = = = -
Trumpets 1, 2 (e %
o
CIY )
Trombone ﬁz = = = = = =
‘,' (9]
Tuba 77
(9] I I I I I I I
. . ~ L T - T L T - T - T L T T
HUEUE = | | | | | | |
I 0 )
1=
Percussion Sm. dr/ thick or crude|sticks*
da lontano
(9]
23]zf??f??f??f??f??f??f??fﬁ?f??fﬁ?f??f?? ! !
m) , Cresc. poco a poco
[ an W /1
o
Harp
ﬁ: 2 - - - - - -
/1
x
Bb
J Eb
=120
4 )
P AN )
| Hes% = = = = = =
/
o
Violins
o)
- - - = = = -
gl EGE
oJ
) 2 - - - - = =
Violas E"E
* 6D
Violoncellos 7" z = = = = = =
CINY )
Contrabasses ﬁz = = = = = =

]
o

*Play as if you're the most important player in this movement!!
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J IV. Forbidden City - Of Courtyards, Stairs, Red with Gray Walls
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