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City Columns

for chamber orchestra

flute
oboe
clarinet in Bb/clarinet in Eb
bassoon
hornin F
trumpet in C
trombone
tuba
percussion (2 players)
strings

Program Note:

City Columns is inspired by the Art Deco architecture of New York City. I want to capture how
the sun light dances off the stainless steel steps of the Chrysler building. I want to depict the
ominous weight a visitor feels when walking through the concrete walls of Rockefeller Center.
When I stand at the foot of these behemoth structures, I feel as if they are like “columns”
holding up the ceiling of the sky. I want to show the movement of the people I watch each
morning in mid-town Manhattan setting out in the hope of achieving greatness. These New
Yorkers, carrying out the final stages of work that was started by men and women from the
factories of Middle America. As Ayn Rand writes in Atlas Shrugged:

“...to keep that building standing; movement, to keep it immovable. It did not rest on the piles
driven into the granite; it rested on the engines that rolled across a continent.”

City Columns is an attempt to capture this capitalistic and industrial energy in a “sonic
postcard” of the tumultuous city.

- Shawn Crouch
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like fleeting light reflecting on a skyscraper
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